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22 February 2007
DG RTD-S2/DR/ms D(2007) 508297

Reviewers

Dear ,
As you know, the European Research Council (ERC) has launched its first Call for Proposals for the ERC Starting Grants. 

The operational aspects of the peer review evaluation are now being finalised. It is foreseen that a first series of panel meetings will take place between mid-June and mid-July 2007. A second series of meetings (Stage 2) will follow in October/November 2007.

The ERC has made a transparent and high-quality evaluation procedure its priority. In view of the high number of submissions expected, the task of assigning proposals to reviewers, running panel meetings and of compiling feedback for applicants will not only be important, but also challenging. 

In this light, the ERC would like to call upon national sister organisations to nominate a handful of their staff for a period of 1 to 2 weeks to assist the ERC in this task. These experts should have a scientific background and be experienced in running peer review processes. The ERC would also value this opportunity to exchange experiences with research funding organisations in the European research landscape.

Staff assisting the ERC in the above tasks would naturally be remunerated and you will find attached a note giving more details on the dates of the panel meetings, the tasks foreseen and the conditions offered. The experts delegated to the ERC should also have a good command of English.

We would be most obliged if you could make this possibility known in your organisation and forward the attached form to suitable candidates.
We thank you very much in advance for your support in this very important matter. For questions, please do not hesitate to contact: Bernardus.Tubbing@ec.europa.eu 

Yours sincerely,


Ernst-Ludwig Winnacker



Jack Metthey

Cc: Prof. Fotis Kafatos, Chairman of the ERC Scientific Council
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